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Town of Louisa

Monthly Meeting
April 20, 2010
Present:
James S. Artz, Mayor; Vice-Mayor Mary Jane Clarke; Matthew L. Kersey; A. Daniel Carter; Warren D. Gehle; H. I. Dulaney, Council Members;  Jeff Gore, Counsel; Brian W. Marks, Town Manager;  Donna L. Pinter, Treasurer; Jessica M. Ellis, Clerk; M. Brad Humphrey, Project Manager; Mark McGhee, Acting Chief of Police
Also Attending:        
Shana Watson, the Central Virginian; Kevin Morris, Town of Louisa Police Dept.; Garland Nuckols, 110 Patrick Henry Drive; Christine Lloyd, 104 Hollyhurst Lane; Denise LaCour, Denico Development; Pierce Stone, 306 Club Road
Absent:


None.
                   

All copies including: reports, handouts, and documents


can be found following the minutes.

Mayor Artz called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
Council member Kersey gave the invocation.

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

None.

CONSENT AGENDA
Ms. Christine Lloyd spoke to a difference in the Council’s minutes from their April 20, 2010 meeting versus what she heard at the Planning Commission’s meeting.  Ms. Lloyd stated that the difference was in reference to a statement made by Mr. Marks in regards to the PUD that is on the agenda.  
Mr. Marks clarified his statement, and Mr. Gore suggested that the meeting minutes should remain as they were prepared, however, a footnote should be added referencing the party/property owners requesting the PUD.

Council member Clarke made the motion to approve the consent agenda with the addition of the footnote to the minutes.  Council member Gehle seconded the motion.   The vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor.

OLD BUSINESS

1) Action/Discussion – PUD Density Changes
Mr. Marks reported that he was asked to contact the County of Louisa to find out how they felt about the proposed changes.  Mr. Marks informed Council that a response letter from the County was included in their packet which essentially states that they have no problem with the proposed changes. 
Mr. Marks also noted that he spoke with VDOT (the local residency) about the changes and Mr. Wood stated that they really do not have any input because it is a global change.  VDOT would not become involved until an applicant came forward which would then trigger traffic and impact analysis studies.  Mr. Marks stated that the town already requires that those types of studies be conducted.
Mr. Marks then noted that he had researched Mr. Gehle’s request from the last meeting in regards to how the changes to the PUD would 
affect the public schools.  Mr. Marks noted that he had included his research in the packet for Council to review.
Mr. Garland Nuckols, town resident, requested permission from Mayor Artz and Council to speak in regards to the proposed PUD changes.  Mr. Nuckols expressed concern that the changes would affect the entire town, and not just an area of interest.  Mr. Nuckols went further to express that at the public hearing it was unclear who actually wanted the proposed changes.  Mr. Nuckols stated that no matter who the interested party is, he felt it should be made clear who is requesting the changes.   Mr. Nuckols suggested that Council rethink what is being asked, and how it will impact the town as a whole, before voting on the proposal.
Ms. Christine Lloyd, town resident, also stood and spoke before Council in regards to the proposed changes to the PUD.  Ms. Lloyd expressed her concerns about: the type of housing that would be allowed under the new changes; the density of the new homes; and the amount of traffic that will impact the town.  Ms. Lloyd stated that she felt the PUD should stay “as is”, with no changes, and deal with individual applicants as they come in with requests.
Mayor Artz stated that the matter is on the agenda for action this evening.  Mr. Marks stated that he spoke with Mr. Gore about the period of time Council has to take action on this particular item.  Mr. Gore stated that since the public hearing has already been held, the Council had one year to act on the proposal.  

Ms. Denise LaCour, of Denico Development, stood and stated that she is a developer and is the applicant seeking the changes to the PUD.  Ms. LaCour spoke in response to Mr. Nuckols’ and Ms. Lloyd’s concerns.  Ms. LaCour stated that while the changes to the PUD would include the entire town, there are actually only seven properties that are subject to a PUD.  Ms. LaCour went further and stated that change can be scary, and while the apartments here in town may not be representative of what can be done, she owns over 600 properties in Charlottesville that are very nice class A apartments.  Ms. LaCour 
stated that she does not experience the typical problems that most apartment managers face.   
Mayor Artz questioned whether Council would like to act on the matter tonight or table the matter to a later date.  Council member Gehle stated that he would like to act on the matter.  Council member Clarke stated that she would rather not act on the matter tonight.  Council member Kersey suggested sending the matter back to the Planning Commission for further review.
Council member Kersey made the motion to send the matter back to the Planning Commission for further review.  Council member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows: Gehle, for; Carter, against; Kersey, for; Clarke, for; Dulaney, for. (4-1 in favor.)
Council member Kersey recommended that Council review the Comprehensive Plan and hold a workshop to discuss the matter, and also take into consideration what the Planning Commission recommends.  

2) Introduction of Officer Kevin Morris

Acting Chief McGhee introduced Officer Morris to Council and stated that Mr. Morris has been doing a great job.  Mr. Morris stated that he was happy to be here in the Town of Louisa and is looking forward to being out on his own and serving the citizens.  Council member Dulaney made note of Mr. Morris’ 9 years of experience in law enforcement.  Council member Clarke also noted that Mr. Morris has good credentials and a great work ethic. 
3) Discussion – Draft Vehicle Use Policy

Mr. Marks stated that the draft in the packet is a compilation of several different policies that he found during his research and would like for Council to review the document and give him some direction.  
NEW BUSINESS
1) Report on reinvested matured Certificates of Deposit
Mr. Marks reported that the CD was reinvested at the Bank of Essex at 1.41% for 15 months.
2) Budget Review
Council decided to continue the meeting for a budget workshop session that will be held on Thursday, May 6th at 7:00 p.m.  

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Police Department:

(Please refer to the Police Department report.)
Acting Chief McGhee stated that two corrections were made to the Police Department’s report.  

Water & Sewer Department:


(Please refer to the Water & Sewer Department report.)

Mr. Humphrey stood before Council and read aloud from his report, 
highlighting areas of interest. 
Mr. Humphrey requested that Council adopt a resolution accepting a deed of easement from Patrick Henry Place, owned by Mr. Cantebury, to the Town of Louisa.

Council member Carter made the motion to adopt the resolution accepting the deed of easement from Patrick Henry Place, owned by Mr. Cantebury, to the Town of Louisa.  Council member Kersey seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows: 5-0 in favor.
Litter Committee: 


No report.
Streets & Sidewalks Committee:

No report.

Cemetery Committee: 
Mr. Marks stated that the construction plans for the columbarium have been received and have been put on hold as the committee waits to hear back from Council once the 2010-2011 budget has been adopted.

REPORTS FROM STAFF

Counsel
Mr. Gore reported that the General Assembly reconvenes tomorrow and he will report back with anything that affects the town.

Clerk

No report.


Treasurer
Mrs. Pinter reported that she provided an updated report on delinquent taxes in the packet.

Manager

Mr. Marks reported the following:
· The WWTP expansion project is moving forward.
· We are moving forward with the VDH grants.

· Mr. Marks met with FEMA this month in regards to reimbursements from the snow storm damage and overtime costs in December.
· A letter from Chief Rappaport is the packet.
· National Day of Prayer and Walk will be held on Thursday, may 6th at 12:00 at the courthouse.  The walk will take place during the evening from 5:00 to 6:30.

COMMUNICATIONS
Mayor Artz reported that Mr. James Stockton submitted a letter to the town requesting the town to help with the drainage problem he is experiencing on his property located at 109 Meadow Avenue. Mr. Marks was directed by Council to consult with VDOT on the matter.

CLOSED SESSION
Council Member Kersey made the motion to go into Closed Session to discuss one personnel matter under section 2.2-3711 (A)(1), and to discuss one matter regarding the acquisition of real property for public purposes under section 2.2-3711 (A)(3) of the Code of Virginia. Council Member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows: 5-0 in favor.


Council went into closed session at 8:04 p.m.

REGULAR SESSION 
Council Member Kersey made the motion to go back in to regular session.  Council Member Gehle seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor.


Council returned to regular session at 8:30 p.m.

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION
Council Member Clarke made the motion to certify the closed 
session.  Council Member Kersey seconded the motion.  The vote 
went 
as follows: 5-0 in favor.
ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Clarke made the motion to continue the April 20, 2010 Louisa Town Council meeting for a budget work session on Thursday, May 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

______________________                 ___________________

         Mayor



               Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION

WHEREAS, The Louisa Town Council has convened an executive meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and


WHEREAS, Section 2.2 – 3712 (D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Town Council and such executive meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law;


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council hereby certified that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion covering the executive meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Town Council.

VOTE

AYES:   Gehle, Carter, Clarke, Dulaney, Kersey
NAYES:  None.


ABSENT DURING VOTE:  None.

ABSENT DURING MEETING:  None.

