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Town of Louisa

Monthly Meeting
July 15, 2008
Present:
James S. Artz, Mayor; Mary Jane Clarke, Vice-Mayor; A. Daniel Carter, Warren D. Gehle, Matthew L. Kersey, H. I. Dulaney, Council Members; Ronald M. Maupin, Attorney; Brian W. Marks, Town Manager; Jessica M. Ellis, Clerk; M. Brad Humphrey, Project Manager; Stan Batten, Chief of Police
Also Attending:          Susan Hopkins, Louisa County Circuit Court Clerk; Mrs. H. I.  Dulaney and family, 135 West Street, Louisa; Mr. & Mrs. J. Dale Hopkins, 103 Sims Avenue; Mrs. Matthew Kersey and family, 225 Fredericksburg Avenue, Louisa; Mr. Garland Nuckols, 110 Patrick Henry Drive, Louisa; Ms. Ann Schwarzenboeck, 101 Sims Avenue; Ms. Florine Holley, 200 Patrick Henry Drive
Absent:


Donna L. Pinter, Treasurer.
                   

All copies including: reports, handouts, and documents


can be found following the minutes.

Mayor Artz called the meeting to order at 6:55 p.m.


Mrs. Susan Hopkins, Clerk for the Louisa County Circuit Court, stood 
before Council and all attendees and swore in the Louisa Town 
Council’s newly elected members, Mr. Matthew L. Kersey, Mr. 
Warren D. Gehle and Mr. H. I. Dulaney.
 
Following the swearing in ceremony, Council Member Kersey gave 
the invocation.

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Mr. Garland Nuckols stood and spoke before Council expressing his 
concern regarding such issues as the proposed sidewalk project on 
Cutler Avenue as well as a drainage problem behind his property.  

Mr. Dale Hopkins also stood and addressed Council informing them 
of recent yard work and clearing that had been done to his property 
and to the adjoining properties that belong to his neighbors.  Mr. 
Hopkins then addressed his concerns regarding the Town of Louisa 
Police Department expressing that he felt that there is an excessive 
amount of officers. Mr. Hopkins stated that he read in the newspaper 
where the Police Department is at a point where they almost have 
enough officers to provide 24 hour coverage.  Mr. Hopkins then 
reminded Council that the Town of Louisa and the County of Louisa 
has had 24 hour coverage for years and years through the Virginia 
State Police and the Louisa County Sheriff’s Department.  Finally, Mr. 
Hopkins apologized for not attending the budget meeting, however; 
he asked and encouraged Council to study the current budget closely 
and cut any and all unnecessary spending.  

CONSENT AGENDA

Council member Clarke made a motion to approve the consent 
agenda as presented.  Council member Kersey seconded the motion. 
The vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion: False Burglar Alarms

Mr. Marks informed Council that Mr. Gehle had expressed a concern 
regarding dollar figures being displayed in the ordinance.  Mr. Marks 
stated that Mr. Gehle felt the figures should be left out and suggested 
that the ordinance simply state that fees will be set by Town Council 
on a yearly basis so the ordinance does not have to be amended 
each time the fees change.


Mr. Maupin felt that the fees should be published in the ordinance to 
reflect what the penalty will be, and that perhaps striking the portion 
of the ordinance where it states the fees will be the same as the 
County’s Sheriff’s Department fees would be more appropriate.

Council member Kersey requested that Chief Batten bring back 
statistics from the Louisa County Sheriff’s Department involving 
the fees that have been charged over the past year. 

Action: Fiscal Policy Statement

Mr. Marks stated that the policy is the same as it was presented at 
last month’s meeting.  Mr. Marks recommended that the policy be 
adopted.


Council member Carter moved to adopt the Fiscal Policy Statement.  
Council member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote went as 
follows:  5-0 in favor.



Action: Committee Assignments

Mayor Artz reported that he had not heard any comments from 
Council members about their committee assignments; therefore, the 
newly comprised committee list will stand as it was presented.  

Action: Banking Services

Mr. Marks recommended that Council approve the changing of 
banking institutions from Wachovia to Virginia Community Bank.  


Council member Gehle made the motion to approve changing 
banking institutions from Wachovia to Virginia Community Bank.  
Council member Kersey seconded the motion.  The vote went as 
follows: Carter, abstain; Gehle, for; Dulaney, for; Kersey, for; Clarke, 
for.


Action: Acceptance of VA Commission for the Arts Grant

Mr. Marks stated that in January the town applied for a grant to 
support the Arts and just recently received a letter of notification 
informing us that we had been awarded the funding.  Mr. Marks noted 
that the grant will be accepted by the town, but distributed to the 
Louisa Arts Center.  

Council member Kersey made a motion giving Mr. Marks 
authorization to accept the grant and distribute the funds to the 
Louisa Arts Center.  Council member Dulaney seconded the motion.  
The vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor.

NEW BUSINESS 

Discussion: FY 2007-2008 Closeout

Mr. Marks provided Council with a summary of the FY 2007-2008 
Closeout.  A copy of the closeout can be found following the minutes.

Discussion: Vehicle Decals

Mr. Marks reminded Council that the County of Louisa is doing away 
with vehicle decals and asked Council what their thoughts were on 
the matter.  After a short discussion, the matter was tabled in order to 
give Council and town staff time to research their options. 

Discussion: Resolution of Appreciation

Council member Kersey moved to approve the Resolution of 
Appreciation.  Council member Carter seconded the motion.  The 
vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor.

Action: Reappointment of Town Staff

Council member Clarke made the motion to reappoint the town staff.  
Council member Kersey seconded the motion.  The vote went as 
follows:  5-0 in favor.

Council member Kersey made the motion to reappoint Council 
member Clarke as Vice-Mayor.  Council member Gehle seconded the 
motion.  The vote went as follows: Gehle, for; Dulaney, for; Carter, 
for; Kersey, for; Clarke, abstain.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Police Department:

(Please refer to the Police Department report.)

Chief Batten had nothing further to add to his report.


Water & Sewer Department:


(Please refer to the Water & Sewer Department report.)

Mr. Humphrey stood before Council and read aloud from his report, 
highlighting areas of interest. 

Litter Committee: 


No report.


Streets & Sidewalks

No report.

Cemetery 

No report.


REPORTS FROM STAFF

Counsel

No report.

Clerk

No report.


Treasurer

No report.

Manager

Mr. Marks reported that he would be leaving for vacation at the end of 
August through the beginning of September.

Mr. Marks informed Council that the IDA would be meeting on 
Wednesday, July 16, 2008.


Mr. Marks then informed Council that he had received a letter from 
Mr. Eric Purcell regarding the park located adjacent to his property on 
Elm Avenue.  Mr. Marks stated that a copy of the letter and his 
response to Mr. Purcell can be found in the packet.
      
COMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Marks requested short biographies from all Council members.  
Mr. Marks reported that pictures will be taken of all Council members 
and their biographies will be included to update the town website. 

CLOSED SESSION
Council Member Kersey made the motion to go into Closed Session to discuss 2.2-3711A7 of the Code of Virginia. Council Member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows: 5-0 in favor.


Council went into closed session at 7:48 p.m.

REGULAR SESSION 
Council Member Carter made the motion to go back in to Regular Session.  Council Member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor.


Council returned to regular session at 7:59 p.m.

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION
Council Member Kersey made the motion to certify the closed 
session.  Council Member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote 
went 
as follows: 5-0 in favor.

ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Clarke moved to adjourn the July 15, 2008 
meeting at 8:00 p.m.

______________________                 ___________________

         Mayor



               Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION

WHEREAS, The Louisa Town Council has convened an executive meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and


WHEREAS, Section 2.2 – 3712 (D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Town Council and such executive meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law;


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council hereby certified that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion covering the executive meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Town Council.

VOTE

AYES:   Gehle, Carter, Clarke, Dulaney, Kersey.

NAYES:  None.


ABSENT DURING VOTE:  None.

ABSENT DURING MEETING:  None.
