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Town of Louisa

Monthly Meeting
July 17, 2007
Present:
James S. Artz, Mayor; Mary Jane Clarke, Vice-Mayor; A. Daniel Carter, Pamela H. Stone, Warren D. Gehle, Matthew L. Kersey, Council Members; Ronald M. Maupin, Attorney;  Brian W. Marks, Town Manager; Donna L. Pinter, Treasurer; Jessica M. Ellis, Clerk; Stan Batten, Chief of Police; M. Brad Humphrey, Project Manager
Also Attending:          Pat Wilson, The Central Virginian; Mr. & Mrs. David Jones, county residents; Mr. Fletcher Jones, Boy Scout Troop 3, Louisa County; Mr. Greg Jones, Candidate for the Board of Supervisors’ Louisa District
Absent:


None.







                   

All copies including: reports, handouts, and documents


can be found following the minutes.

Mayor Artz called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.


Council Member Kersey gave the invocation.

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Mr. Greg Jones stood and introduced himself as a candidate for the 
Board of Supervisors’ Louisa District.  Mr. Jones briefly spoke of his 
family and his work before explaining what he would like to see 
happen in the future and why he feels he would be the best person to 
fill the position.

CONSENT AGENDA


Council member Kersey made a motion to approve the consent 
agenda as corrected.  Council member Gehle seconded the 
motion. The vote went as follows:  Kersey, for; Clarke, for; Gehle, for; 
Stone, for with the exception of the C.V.; Carter, for.

PRESENTATION

Resolution recognizing Mr. Fletcher Jones and Boy Scout Troop 
3 for their work landscaping the Louisa Town Hall South Lawn 

Mayor Artz asked Mr. Fletcher Jones to step forward and receive the 
framed Resolution on behalf of Boy Scout Troop 3.  Mayor Artz  
then read the resolution aloud and shook Mr. Jones’ hand thanking 
him for a job well done.  


The resolution follows:


RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 

Presented to 

MR. FLETCHER JONES

TROOP 3, BOY SCOUTS of AMERICA

WHEREAS, Mr. Fletcher Jones volunteered to provide landscaping services for the Town of Louisa while working toward Eagle Scout designation; and 

WHEREAS, for over 12 months,  Mr. Jones has worked with town officials, landscape architects, contractors and vendors to design barrier landscaping along the south lawn of the Louisa Town Hall;  and,

WHEREAS, Mr. Jones organized labor and materials and then quickly and efficiently installed the landscaping according to the approved plans; and,

WHEREAS, Mr. Jones’ project will benefit not only the Town of Louisa, but all visitors to the new Louisa Town Hall and Community Arts Center; and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Jones’ landscape efforts will forever be part of the community and the rehabilitation of the historic school grounds,  

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Louisa, Virginia appreciates  Mr. Jones’ dedication and efforts to serve the community at large; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Town of Louisa, Virginia that this resolution is transmitted to Mr. Jones and that a copy is entered into the Minutes of Council as an acknowledgement of his hard work and dedication.  

ADOPTED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE BY THE LOUISA TOWN COUNCIL ON JULY 17, 2007.

ATTEST: 





            TOWN OF LOUISA:

____________________________                                        _______________________

Jessica M. Ellis, Clerk





James S. Artz, Mayor


PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. The Louisa Town Council will hold a Public Hearing to receive 
comments on the proposed Amendments to Section 94 of the 
Louisa Town Code: Garbage, Refuse and Weeds. 

Mayor Artz opened the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. asking if there was 
anyone in attendance that would like to speak for or against the 
amendment.


Hearing no response, Mayor Artz closed the public hearing at 7:17 
p.m.  


Mr. Maupin, Mr. Gehle, and Mrs. Stone then discussed and clarified 
the wording of the paragraph following Section 94.2 Dumping 
Restriction of page one of the amendment.  The word “not” was 
placed after the word “shall” and before the word “be” in the second 
sentence of the paragraph which now reads, “…filth shall not be 
removed from private premises…”  Also, the word “as” in the third 
sentence of the same paragraph was changed to “at” which now 
reads, “…in the Town except at such place as may be provided…”

The amendment is as follows:






CHAPTER 94





GARBAGE, REFUSE AND WEEDS





   
ARTICLE I.




         
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 94.1.    


a.  This Chapter is enacted in order to promote the general welfare of the Town and the health, safety, comfort and welfare of its inhabitants. 

b.   It is further the purpose of this Chapter to accomplish litter control throughout the Town by declaring certain acts which cause proliferation and accumulation of litter to be unlawful and providing penalties for violations.  This Chapter is intended to supplement and not supersede existing laws governing or prohibiting litter or the control and disposition of waste.

c.  It is further the purpose of this Chapter to provide for the property maintenance of private property including vacant property.

Section 94.2.  Dumping restricted.


Subject to the provisions of this Chapter, litter, garbage, refuse, rubbish, offal or filth shall not be removed from private premises and deposited in any place in the Town except at such place as may be provided by the Town Council.

Section 94.3.  Definitions.


The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.


Litter means all refuse, debris, or waste materials, including but not limited to bottles, glass, crockery, cans, tin or otherwise, scrap metal, paper, cardboard, plastic, rubber, rubbish, ashes, garbage, weeds over 12 inches in height, sweepings, undergrowth, yard debris, offal, waste building material at construction sites, disposable packages or containers thrown or deposited as prohibited in this Article, and any appliances, furniture, inoperative vehicles and vehicle parts, and mattresses in open storage, but not including the properly disposed waste of the primary processes of mining, logging, sawmilling, farming, or manufacturing.


Litter receptacle, or garbage receptacle, or garbage container  means a container with a capacity of not less than ten gallons, constructed and placed for use as a depository for litter.


Ashes shall mean the residue from burning of wood, coal, coke or other combustible materials.


Garbage shall mean putrescible animal  and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation and consumption of foods.


Refuse shall include ashes, garbage, litter and rubbish as defined in this Section.


Rubbish shall mean nonputrescible, solid wastes consisting of paper, cardboard, wood, tin cans, glass, yard clippings, bedding, crockery, metals, trash, sweepings, litter and all other similar substances.


Commercial handbill shall mean any handbill which:



(1)  Advertises for sale or lease any item or service; or



(2)  Directs attention to any business or other commercial activity for the purpose of either directly or indirectly promoting the interests thereof by sales or by other means; or



(3)  Contains reading or pictorial matter other than advertising but which is predominantly a commercial advertisement and is distributed or circulated for advertising purposes or for the private benefit of any person so engaged as advertiser or distributor.


Construction site means any private or public property upon which repairs to an existing building or structure are being made or where the construction of new buildings or structures or demolition of existing structures is taking place.


Handbill means any printed or written matter or literature which is not delivered by U.S. Mail, irrespective of content.


Institution means any public or private establishment which educates, instructs, treats for health purposes, or otherwise performs a service or need for the community, region, state or nation.


Parking lot means any private or public property with spaces provided for parking vehicles to which the public is invited or which the public is permitted to use for the purpose of parking.


Private property includes, but is not limited to, exterior locations owned by private individuals, firms, corporations, institutions or organizations, or yards, grounds, driveways, entranceways, passageways, parking areas, working areas, storage areas, vacant lots, and recreation facilities.


Public property includes, but is not limited to, the following exterior locations:  streets, street medians, roads, road medians, sidewalks, catch basins, strips between streets and sidewalks, alleys, public rights of way, public parking lots, school grounds, vacant lots owned by the Town, parks, playgrounds, other publicly owned  recreational facilities, and any other land owned or leased by the Town, state or federal government.


Public building means any building which is owned or operated by government or private interests and which is used as a place to conduct business in which the general public is involved.


 Person means any natural person, corporation, partnership, limited liability company, association, firm, receiver, guardian, trustee, executor, administrator, fiduciary, or representative, or group of individuals or entities of any kind.


Vehicle means every device capable of being moved upon a public highway or in, upon, or by which any person or property may be transported or drawn upon any public highway, except devices moved by human power, or used exclusively for agricultural purposes and not licensed pursuant to state law, which is not operated on any highway for purposes other than crossing such public highway, or along such highway between two (2) tracts of the owner’s land.

Section 94.4.  Penalties.


Except where otherwise specified by law, or where specifically set forth in a Section of this Chapter, a violation of this Chapter shall be punishable as a Class 4 misdemeanor.

Section 94-5.  Enforcement.

Enforcement officers of the Town police department are hereby empowered to issue a summons to any person violating any provision of this Article and may serve and execute all warrants and other process issued by the courts in enforcing the provisions of this Article.






ARTICLE II





      LITTER CONTROL

Section 94-6.  Littering prohibited.


(a)  No person shall throw or deposit litter in or upon any street, sidewalk or other public place or public building or public property within the Town except in public receptacles, in authorized private receptacles for collection, or in receptacles at public disposal sites.


(b)  No person shall throw or deposit litter on any occupied private property within the town, whether owned by such person or not, except that the owner or person in control of private property may maintain authorized private receptacles for collection in such a manner that litter will be prevented from being carried or deposited by the elements upon any street, sidewalk or other public place or upon any private property.


(c)  No person shall throw or deposit litter on any open or vacant private property within the Town, whether owned by such person or not.


(d)  When a violation of the provisions of this Section have been observed by any person, and the matter dumped or thrown or disposed of has been ejected from a motor vehicle, the owner or operator of said motor vehicle shall be presumed to be the person ejecting such matter; provided, however, that such presumption shall be rebuttable by competent evidence.

Section 94-7.   Placing items other than litter in public receptacles.


It shall be unlawful to deposit any item except litter in any receptacle placed for public use as a depository for litter.

Section 94-8.  Placing litter on street, sidewalk or alley.


It shall be unlawful for any person to place upon the sidewalks, alleys or streets of the Town any sweepings or trash from stores or other buildings, or any leaves, yard clippings or cleanings, debris from pruning, or other refuse materials, except that, during such period of time each year as may be designated by the Town Manager by an advertisement in a newspaper having general circulation in the Town, leaves may be placed in the street as near to the curbing, or if there is no curbing, as near to the edge of the street, as is practicable and so as not to obstruct the flow of traffic.

Section 94-9.  Throwing slops or water on streets and sidewalks unlawful.


It shall be unlawful for any person to throw or deposit any slops, soapsuds or water in or on any street, alley or sidewalk in the Town.

Section 94-10.  Construction litter.


(a)  It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent, or contractor to permit the accumulation of litter, before, during or after completion of any construction or demolition project.


(b)  It shall be the duty of the owner, agent, or contractor in charge of a construction or development site to furnish litter receptacles and to collect and maintain litter therein in order to prevent scattering of bulk litter on a daily basis.  All litter shall be removed form such site not less than once a week.

Section 94-11.  Handbills and other advertising materials.


It shall be unlawful for any person distributing commercial handbills, or other handbills, leaflets, flyers, or any other advertising or informational material to litter either public or private property.

Section 94-12.  Placing liquids in containers unlawful.


It shall be unlawful to place any liquid in any container for garbage, rubbish, ashes or litter.

Section 94-13.  Depositing hazardous or injurious material on street, sidewalk or alley.


(a)  No person shall throw or deposit or cause to be deposited upon any Town street, public alley or public sidewalk, any glass bottle, glass, nail, tack, wire, can, or other substance likely to injure any person or animal, or damage any vehicle upon such street, alley or sidewalk, nor shall any person throw or deposit or cause to be deposited upon such street, alley or sidewalk, any soil, sand, mud, gravel or other substance so as to create the likelihood of a hazard to the traveling public, the invasion of private property or the destruction, obstruction, or damaging of public property.


(b)  Any person who drops, throws, deposits, or permits to be dropped, thrown, or deposited upon any Town street, public alley, or public sidewalk any destructive, hazardous or injurious material shall immediately remove the material or cause it to be removed.  Any person removing a wrecked or damaged vehicle from a street or alley shall promptly remove any glass or other injurious substance dropped upon such street or alley or sidewalk from such vehicle.


(c)  Any person violating a provision of this Section 94-13 shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Section 94-14.  Commercial establishments and institutions and surrounding areas.


It shall be the duty of each proprietor and each operator of any business, industry, or institution, including owners, occupants, tenants and lessees, to keep the adjacent and surrounding area clear and free of litter.  These areas include, but are not restricted nor limited to, public and private sidewalks, roads, and alleys, grounds, parking lots, loading areas, and all vacant lots which are owned or leased by the establishment or institution.


Where any business, industry or other institution, is served by a green box or similar structure for the containment of trash, including any decorative or other structure which surrounds the green box, the same shall be maintained in a condition which will prevent the trash and litter therein placed from being blown or otherwise dispersed upon the property of the business, industry or institution, or other adjacent properties.

Section 94-15.  Residential property and surrounding areas.


It shall be the duty of each residential property owner, lessee, tenant and occupant to keep all  private property free from litter.  These areas shall include, but not be restricted nor limited to, sidewalks, alleys, driveways, yards and grounds, fences, walls, drainages, and vacant lots in residential areas.

Section 94-16.  Responsibility for removal of rubbish.


(a) It shall be the duty of every owner, tenant, lessee or occupant of any residence or establishment, boardinghouse, hotel, restaurant, or business house to provide for collection of refuse by the Town or refuse collection from such residence, establishment, etc., as required by this Article.


(b)  The owner of any vacant or occupied real property located in the Town shall remove therefrom any and all

(1) trash, garbage, refuse, litter and 

(2)    any other substances which:




a) constitute an obstruction or hindrance to safe movement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic upon the streets and alleys abutting such property; 




b) constitute a fire hazard; or




c)  might endanger the health or safety of other residents of the Town.

Section 94-17.  Failure to comply with requirements of Sections 94-14, 94-15 or 94-16.

(a)  Upon the failure, neglect or refusal of any owner to comply with the provisions of Sections 94-14, 94-15 or 94-16, the Town Manager is hereby authorized and empowered to have served upon or mailed by certified mail written notice to the owner of such property directing the owner, occupant, lessee or tenant, to remove or cause to be removed from such property all of the trash, garbage, litter, refuse and other substances mentioned in  Sections 94-14, 94-15 or 94-16, within 10 days after receipt of such notice.  If the owner of such property fails to comply with the terms of such notice within the time therein prescribed, or if the whereabouts of the owner are unknown to the Town Manager and cannot after the exercise of reasonable diligence on his part be ascertained, the Town Manager, on behalf of the Town, shall have such trash, garbage, litter, refuse and other like substances removed by the Town’s agents or employees, in which event the costs or expenses thereof, shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner of such property, and shall be collected by the Town as taxes and levies are collected.


       Nothing contained herein shall be construed to prevent the establishment of administrative procedures concerning the issuance of a courtesy notice in an effort to encourage voluntary compliance with the terms and provisions of this chapter; provided, however, that a courtesy notice shall not be required prior to issuance of the formal notice described hereinabove.


(b)  Any owner who fails, neglects or refuses to comply with the provisions of Sections 94-14, 94-15 or 94-16, and further fails upon written notice above described to remove from such property all of the trash, garbage, litter, refuse and other substances which might endanger the health or safety of other residents of the Town, shall be subject to a civil penalty, in the amount of $50.00 for the first violation, or violations arising from the same set of operative facts.  The civil penalty for subsequent violations not arising from the same set of operative facts within 12 months of the first violation shall be in the amount of $200.00.  Each business day during which the same violation is found to have existed shall constitute a separate offense.  In no event shall a service of specified violations arising from the same set of operative facts result in civil penalties that exceed a total of $3,000 in a twelve (12) month period.


(c)  In the event that three civil penalties have previously been imposed on the same owner for the same or similar violation, not arising from the same set of operative facts, within a twenty-four month period, such violations shall constitute a class 3 misdemeanor; provided, however, for any violation which constitutes a class 3 misdemeanor hereunder, no civil penalty may be imposed for such violation.

(d)  Every charge authorized by this section with which the owner of any such property is assessed and which remains unpaid, shall constitute a lien against such property ranking on a parity with liens for unpaid local taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in Article 3 (Section 58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (Section 58.1-3965 et seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.  The Town Council may, but shall not be required to, waive such liens in order to facilitate the sale of the property.  Such liens may be waived only as to a purchaser who is unrelated by blood or marriage to the owner and who has no business relationship with the owner.  All such liens shall remain a personal obligation of the owner of the property at the time the liens were imposed, notwithstanding such waiver.


(e)  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein contained, when the failure, neglect or refusal to comply with the provisions of Sections 94-14, 94-15 or 94-16 shall, in the opinion of the Town Manager, constitute imminent danger to persons or animals, the Town Manager shall have the authority to immediately cause the removal from the property of all such trash, garbage, litter, refuse and other substances, without the necessity of any prior notice described hereinabove.





       ARTICLE III



COLLECTION OF GARBAGE AND REFUSE

Section 94-18.  Duty of owners of public establishments to provide receptacles.


It shall be the duty of any person owning or operating any public place or establishment to provide receptacles adequate to contain the litter generated at the establishment.

Section 94-19.  Standards for garbage containers.


Garbage set out for collection and disposal by the refuse removal vehicles of the Town under the provisions of this Article shall be placed in metal or plastic container of not more than 30 gallons’ capacity equipped with a tight fitting cover.  The container and cover shall be in such condition as to protect contents of the container from flies, dogs and cats.

Section 94-20.  Standards for rubbish and ash containers.


Rubbish and ashes set out for collection and disposal by the refuse removal vehicles of the Town under the provisions of this Article may be placed in any type of container; provided, however, that the container and the contents shall not be to heavy to be easily and quickly loaded.  Such containers shall be provided with a cover or other means to prevent scattering of the contents and shall be strong enough to withstand handling in the process of loading the refuse removal vehicles of the Town.

Section 94-21.  Containers to be covered.


Covers on all containers for garbage, rubbish, ashes or litter shall be kept in place except when containers are being filled or emptied.

Section 94-22.  Hot ashes.


Hot ashes shall not be handled or collected by the refuse removal vehicles of the Town.

Section 94-23.  Placement of containers for collection.


All containers containing garbage, rubbish, litter or ashes set out for collection and disposal by the refuse removal vehicles of the Town under the provisions of this Article shall be so placed or located that they may be easily and conveniently reached by the employees of the Town engaged in collection and disposal of refuse.

Section 94-24.  Town employees not to enter buildings for collection of refuse.


Employees of the Town engaged in the collection and disposal of refuse shall not enter any building used as a residence or dwelling for the purpose of removing refuse.






ARTICLE IV





PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Section 94-25.  Grass, weeds and other growths, removal by Town.


(a)  The owners of all vacant, developed or undeveloped property in the Town, including such property upon which buildings or other improvements are located, shall cut and remove grass, weeds and other foreign growth from such lots at intervals to be designated by the Town Council.


(b)  Reasonable notice of the date fixed by the Town Council for the cutting and removal of such grass, weeds and other foreign growth shall be given by newspaper publication, mail or by delivery of written notice to each owner of a vacant lot.  Upon the failure of the owner of such vacant lot to cut such grass, weeds or other foreign growth, as providing in such notice, the Town Manager may have such grass, weeds and other foreign growth cut and upon such cutting the costs or expenses thereof, shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner of such property and may be collected by the Town as taxes are collected.

(c)  Any owner who fails, neglects or refuses to comply with the provisions of this Section upon written notice above described to cut and remove from such property all of the grass, weeds and other foreign growth on such property, shall further be subject to a civil penalty, in the amount of $50.00 for the first violation, or violations arising from the same set of operative facts.  The civil penalty for subsequent violations not arising from the same set of operative facts within 12 months of the first violation shall be in the amount of $200.00.  Each business day during which the same violation is found to have existed shall constitute a separate offense.  In no event shall a service of specified violations arising from the same set of operative facts result in civil penalties that exceed a total of $3,000 in a twelve (12) month period.


(d)  In the event that three civil penalties have previously been imposed on the same owner for the same or similar violation, not arising from the same set of operative facts, within a twenty four-month period, such violations shall constitute a class 3 misdemeanor; provided, however, for any violation which constitutes a class 3 misdemeanor hereunder, no civil penalty may be imposed for such violation.


(e)  Every charge authorized by this section with which the owner of any such property is assessed and which remains unpaid, shall constitute a lien against such property ranking on a parity with liens for unpaid local taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in Article 3 (Section 58.1-3940 et seq.) and 4 (Section 58.1-3965 et seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.  The Town Council may, but shall not be required to, waive such liens in order to facilitate the sale of the property.  Such liens may be waived only as to a purchaser who is unrelated by blood or marriage to the owner and who has no business relationship with the owner.  All such liens shall remain a personal obligation of the owner of the property at the time the liens were imposed, notwithstanding such waiver.






 ARTICLE V


COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES AND MULTIFAMILY DEVELOPMENTS

Existing Section 94-18 is renumbered as Section 94-26.  

Existing Section 94-19 is renumbered as Section 94-27.


B.  The Louisa Town council will hold a Public Hearing to receive 
comments on the issuance of a $1,600,000 bank Qualified 
General Obligation Note to provide interim financing for the 
Phase III completion of the Louisa Town Hall and Community 
Arts Center.

Mayor Artz opened the public hearing at 7:27 p.m. asking if there was 
anyone present that would like to speak for or against the issuance of 
the $1,600,000 Note for interim financing.  


Hearing no response, Mayor Artz closed the public hearing at 7:28 
p.m.


OLD BUSINESS

A.  Action on proposed amendment to Section 94 of the Louisa 

Town Code: Garbage, Refuse and Weeds

Council member Carter moved to adopt the amendment to Section 94 
of the Louisa Town Code: Garbage, Refuse and Weeds.  Council 
member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows: 5-0 
in favor.  

Council members Kersey and Stone commended Council member 
Gehle expressing their appreciation of his efforts on this particular 
matter.


B.  Action on the issuance of a $1,600,000 Bank Qualified 
General Obligation Note to provide interim financing for the 
Phase III completion of the Louisa Town Hall and Community 
Arts Center


Mr. Maupin stated that if Council is in favor of the issuance, they 
would need to adopt the ordinance and resolution as prepared by 
Carolyn Perry.

Council member Clarke made the motion to adopt the ordinance and 
resolution as prepared by Carolyn Perry.  Council member Carter 
seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows:  Carter, for; Gehle, 
abstain; Stone, for; Kersey, against; Clarke, for. 


The ordinance and resolution follows:


NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Discussion on proposed ordinance detailing rules and uses 
for the Louisa Community Park. 


Mr. Marks questioned if an ordinance must be in place in order for 
park rules to be enforced.


Mr. Maupin replied by saying that an ordinance would be necessary 
to spell out the rules and regulations of the park; who enforces the 
rules and regulations; and the penalty for failure to comply. 

Mr. Marks stated that he would draft an ordinance to that effect for 
Council’s review at the next meeting.


B.  Amendment & Supplement to Support Agreement


Mr. Maupin stated that the Support Agreement between the Town of 
Louisa and the LDDC has been amended and needs Council’s 
approval.  

Council member Kersey moved to approve the Amendment & 
Supplement to the Support Agreement between the Town of Louisa 
and the LDDC.  Council Member Stone seconded the motion.  The 
vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor. 

The agreement is as follows:

AMENDMENT AND SUPPLEMENT TO
SUPPORT AGREEMENT


THIS AMENDMENT AND SUPPLEMENT TO SUPPORT AGREEMENT is made as of July 17, 2007, between the TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN OF LOUISA, VIRGINIA (the “Council”), acting as the governing body of the Town of Louisa, Virginia (the “Town”), and the LOUISA DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, a Virginia nonstock, not-for-profit corporation (the “LDDC”).
R E C I T A L S


WHEREAS, the Town and the LDDC previously entered into that certain Support Agreement, made  as of April 17, 2007 (the “Support Agreement”), in order to describe, among other things, the terms of the Town’s monetary support to the LDDC to reconstruct, renovate, rehabilitate and equip the Town Hall facilities, including the Louisa Arts Center; and


WHEREAS, the United States of America, acting through Rural Housing Service, an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture (“RHS”), has indicated that the LDDC shall be eligible to receive low-cost federal loan funds on a long-term basis in order for the LDDC to pay a portion of such costs; and


WHEREAS, it is reasonably anticipated that the term of such loan from RHS to the LDDC shall continue for a period up to forty (40) years; and 

WHEREAS, RHS has now requested the Town and the LDDC to amend and supplement the Support Agreement in order to provide for the Town’s obligations to continue throughout the term of such loan from RHS to the LDDC, or until such time when the loan shall be repaid, in full, whichever shall first occur.


NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and of the mutual covenants herein set forth and as further described in the Support Agreement, the parties agree as follows:


1.
The Council hereby approves, confirms and ratifies its undertaking in the Support Agreement of a non-binding obligation to appropriate such amounts to the LDDC, to the fullest degree and in such manner as is consistent with the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  As mandated by RHS in order to make such long-term loan to the LDDC, the Town hereby agrees that such pledge and undertaking by the Town described in the Support Agreement shall continue for the term of the loan from RHS to the LDDC, or until such time when the loan shall otherwise be repaid to RHS, in full, whichever shall first occur.  The Council, while recognizing that it is not empowered to make any binding commitment to make such appropriations in future fiscal years, hereby states its good faith intent to make such appropriations to the LDDC in future fiscal years, all as described in the Support Agreement.  Accordingly, the Council hereby recommends that future Councils of the Town do likewise in order to accomplish the intents and purposes particularly described in the Support Agreement, as amended and supplemented hereby, for the benefit of the LDDC to accomplish the Arts Center project.


2.
All terms and provisions of the Support Agreement are hereby ratified and confirmed in all respects, except as specifically amended and supplemented herein.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have each caused this Amendment and Supplement to Support Agreement to be executed in their respective names as of the date first above written.




TOWN OF LOUISA, VIRGINIA 




By:
_______________________________________






Mayor

[SEAL]
Attest:

______________________________   

Clerk of Town Council

Town of Louisa, Virginia




LOUISA DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION




By:
_________________________________________




Title:
_________________________________________


STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Police Department:

(Please refer to the Police Department report.)

Chief Batten stated that he had nothing to add to his report.


Water & Sewer Department:


(Please refer to the Water & Sewer Department report.)

Mr. Marks made mention of a letter received from Mr. Ricky Moore of 
the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Louisa Residency 
informing him of Mr. Jones’ assistance on a job in town and thanking 
him for his actions. 


Council member Carter also commended Mr. Jones’ work for the 
town.
 
Litter Committee: 


No report.


Streets & Sidewalks:

(Please refer to the Construction Project report.)

Mr. Humphrey stood before Council and read aloud from his report, 
highlighting areas of interest. 


Cemetery: 

No report.


REPORTS FROM STAFF

Counsel

No report.

Clerk

No report.

Treasurer

No report.

Manager

Loan Resolution for USDA Rural Development Loan Acceptance

Council member Stone made the motion to adopt the Loan 
Resolution for the USDA Rural Development Loan Acceptance.  
Council member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote went as 
follows:  5-0 in favor.

The loan resolution is as follows:


VML Conference


Mr. Marks informed Council that the annual VML conference will  
begin on October 14, 2007 in Williamsburg.  Mr. Marks asked Council 
members to inform him if they would like to attend.  


Buxton

Mr. Marks stated that Mr. Humphrey will be acting as Project 
Manager while working with Buxton in the coming months.


LCHS Ad

Mr. Marks reported that the Louisa County High School has asked if 
the Town of Louisa would like to place an ad in the athletic program 
again this year.


Council member Clarke moved to approve the $125 fee for an 
advertisement in support of Louisa County High School.  Council 
member Carter seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows:  5-0 
in favor.


TEA 21 Grant

Mr. Marks stated that the application for funds through the 
Enhancement Program was approved by the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board in the amount of $150,000.

SUP 2005-01

Mr. Marks stated that he would like some guidance from Council on 
how he should proceed with the Special Use Permit submitted by Mr. 
Lloyd in 2005 regarding a 98 home subdivision.  Mr. Marks stated 
that the issue was tabled due to the lack of capacity at the waste 
water treatment plant, but since then, the issue has been resolved 
and the time has come to readdress the SUP.  


Mr. Marks and Mr. Maupin stated that the Planning Commission and 
Council had both reviewed and discussed Mr. Lloyd’s plans, and that 
both had held Public Hearings.  Both gentlemen stated that to their 
knowledge the only issue with the project was that there was a 
lack 
of capacity to service the development. Mr. Marks recommended 
that Council invite Mr. Lloyd to the next meeting and revisit the 
matter.     


Council member Kersey stated that he preferred that the matter be 
referred back to the Planning Commission for further consideration.


Council member Kersey then made a motion to refer SUP 2005-01 
back the Planning Commission for further review.  Council member 
Carter seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor.


CD’s Due

Mr. Marks stated that two CD’s were coming due on August 17th at 
Virginia Community Bank; one for the General Fund and the other for 
Hillcrest Cemetery. Mr. Marks requested Council’s 
authorization to 
negotiate with local financial institutions for the best 
rates 
available.  

Council member Clarke made a motion authorizing Mr. Marks to 
negotiate with the local financial institutions to find the best rates.  
Council member Carter seconded the motion.  The vote went as 
follows:  5-0 in favor.


2007 Closeout

Mr. Marks reported that he had been reviewing the Louisa Town 
Charter.  He stated that the Charter breaks down how funds are 
closed on a yearly basis.  Mr. Marks noted that he had included a 
copy of the 2007 Closeout in their packet for their review.

Reappointment of Town Officers: Setting of Salaries & 
Compensation

Mr. Marks stated that the Town Code requires that salaries and 
compensation are set each year for Town Officers, and noted that he 
had included a memo in the packet for Council to review.  


Council member Stone made a motion to reappoint the Town Officers 
and set the salaries and compensations as required by the Town 
Code.  Council member Clarke seconded the motion.  The vote went 
as follows:  5-0 in favor.
       
COMMUNICATIONS

None.


 CLOSED SESSION
Council member Clarke made the motion to go into Executive Session to discuss one matter of the Acquisition of Real Estate for Public Purpose under section 2.2-3711 A3.  Council member Kersey seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows: 5-0 in favor.

Council went into Executive Session at 8:12 p.m.

REGULAR SESSION 
Council member Stone made the motion to go back in to Regular Session.  Council Member Carter seconded the motion.  The vote went as follows:  5-0 in favor.


Council returned to regular session at 9:14 p.m.

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION
Council Member Kersey made the motion to certify the closed 
session.  Council Member Stone seconded the motion.  The vote 
went 
as follows: 5-0 in favor.
ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Carter moved to adjourn the July 17, 2007 meeting 
at 9:16 p.m.

______________________                 ___________________

         Mayor



               Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION

WHEREAS, The Louisa Town Council has convened an executive meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and


WHEREAS, Section 2.2 – 3712 (D) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Town Council and such executive meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law;


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council hereby certified that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion covering the executive meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Town Council.

VOTE

AYES:   Gehle, Kersey, Clarke, Stone, Carter.

NAYES:  None.


ABSENT DURING VOTE:  None.

ABSENT DURING MEETING:  None.

